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TRANSMITTAL OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT WITHIN 
THREE MONTHS OP PILING OR BEFORE MAILING OP FIRST OFFICE ACTION 
(37 CFR 1.97(b)) 

NOTE: 'An information disclosum statement shall be consUered by the Office if filed: (1) within thiee months of the filing date of a 
naUonalappTication; (2) within three months of the date of entry of the naOonal stage as set forth in S 1.491 in an international 
appliceilon; or (3) Defore tfie mailing dste of a first Office action on the meiHs, whichever event occurs last.' 37 CFR 1.97(b). 

NOTB The Unng date of a national appHt^ion" under 37 CFR 1.97(b) has two possible meanings. Where the fiUrtg is a Orect one 
to the United States Patent & Trademark Office, the nOng is defined in 37 CFR 1.S3(b) as "the date on which: (1) A 
specification containing a description pursuant to S 1. 71 and at least one claim pursuant to S 1.75; and (2) any drawing 
required by S 1.61(a), are filed in the Patent and Trademar1< Office in the name of the actual inventor or inventors as required 
byS 1.41.-37CFR 1.97(b)(1). On the other hand, an international application thatenters the nab'onai stage occurs when the 
applicant has filed the documents and fees required by 35 U. S. C. S 371(c) within the periods set forth in S 1.494 or S 1.495. 
35 U.S.C. S 371(c) mquires the filing of the following: (1) the national tee; (2) a copy of the Intematianal application, unless 
already sent by the International Bureau, and an English translation if ^d in another lartguage; (3) arrtendments under fVT 
Article 19, with a translatton into English if made in another language: (4) an oath or itacfaration; and (S) a translatmn into 
English of any annexes to the intema&malpivlinunaiY examination report, if such annexes were made in another language. 
37 CFR 1.97(b)(2). 



IDENTIFICATION OF TIME OF FILING THE ACCOMPANYING INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

The information disclosure statement submitted herewith is being filed WITHIN THREE MONTHS OF 
THE FILING DATE OF THE APPLICATION OR DATE OF ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL STAGE OF 
AN INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION OR BEFORE THE MAILING DATE OF A FIRST OFFICE ACTION 
ON THE MERITS. WHICHEVER EVENT OCCURS LAST. 37 CFR 1 .97(b). 

wore "NO CERTIFICATION OR FEE IS DUE WHEN THE FILING IS tAADE WITHIN THE ABOVE TIME PERIOD. IT IS 
ADVISABLE TO ENSURE THAT NO OFFICE ACTION HAS BEEN AMILED IF THE DISCLOSURE STATEMENT IS 
DELAYED UNTIL AFTER THREE MONTHS FROM FILING. 

NOTE: 'An information disclosure statement will be considered to have been filed on the day it was received in the Office, or on an 
earttar date of a mailing If accompanied by a property executed certificate of meuling under 37 CFR 1. 8, or Express Mail 
certiOcate under 37 CFR 1.10. An Office actton Is mailed on the date Indicated In the omce action. ' Notice of April 20, 1992 
(1138 O.G. 37-41, 39). 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING (37 CFR 1.10) 

I hereby certify that this paper (along with any leferrecl to as being attached or encwsed) is being deposited vvith the United State Postal 
ServloB on the date shown below as Express Mall Label No. gV3l7i5^f^R'g5l L>>S In an envelope 
follows: Commissioner for Patents. PC Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 



Judith Dunawav 



print name of person maiUM paper 



person mailing paper) 



ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /COP/ 
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NOTE: 'Tite term 'national application' includes continuing applications (continuations. Ovlsions. continuations-in-part) so 

three-months wiBlie maeswed^m the actual filing date of an af^lication as opposed [sic} to the ffactive date of a 
continuing appHcation. " Notice ofApiU 20. 1992 (1 138 O. G. 37-41, 39). 

NOTE: "An action on the merits means an action which beats the patentability of the claims In an appHcadon, as opposed to 

only formal or procedural requirements. An action on the merits would, for xample, contain a reaction or indication 
of atowataity of a daim or daims taOter than Just a restriction requirements (37 CFR 1. 142) or Just a requirement lor 
additional fees to have a claim constdered (37 CFR 1. 16(d)). Thus, if an application was filed on Jan. 1 and the first 
OWce action on the merits was ma mailed until six months later on July 1, the examiner would b required to consider 
any proper infbnnatton disclosure statement filed prior to July 1.- Notice of April 20. 1992 (113aO.G. 37-41. 39). 

WARNING: "A PETITION FOR SUSPENSION OF ACTION TO ALLOW APPUCANT TIME TO SUBMIT AN INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE STATEMENT WILL BE DENIED AS FAIUNG TO PRESENT GOOD AND SUFFICIENT REASONS. 
SINCE 37 CFR 1.97 PROVIDES ADEQUATE RECOURSE FOR THE VMELY SUBMISSION OF PRIOR ART FOR 
CONSIDERAVON BY THE EXAMINER." NOTICE OF JULY 6. 1992(1141 O.G. 63). 



The submission of any docunnent herewith is not intended as an admission that such document constitutes 
prior art against the claims of the present application or that such document is considered material to 
patentability as defined in 37 CFR §1 .56(b). Applicant does not waive any rights to take any action which 
would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove as a competent reference any document which is 
detemnined to be a prima face prior art reference against the claims of the present application. 



COPIES OF THE DOCUMENTS LISTED ON THE ATTACHED FORM PTO-1449 CAN BE FOUND IN THE 
FILE WRAPPER OF PARENT APPLICATION SERIAL NO. 09/693,272 FILED 20 October 2000 AND ARE 
THEREFORE NOT INCLUDED WITH THIS SUBMISSION. 

Should any fees be necessary in connection with this submission, please charge same to Account No. 06- 
2360. 



Date 9 ^op^.MC3 



Reg. No. 29.243 

Telephone No.: (262) 783-1300 

Customer No. 26308 



Signature of Attorney of Record 
Daniel D. Rvan 

Type or Print Name of Attorney of Record 
RYAN KROMHOLZ & MANION, S.C. 
Post Office Box 2661 8 
Milwaukee. Wisconsin 53226-0618 
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